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Mrs Herbert Lee Pratt, Regent of University, Dies 


woman to 

Board of 

The University of the State of 

died on January 2, 1935, after an 

two days, at her home, 1027 
New 


had 


Mrs Herbert Lee Pratt, the only 
hold 
Regents of 
New York, 
illness of only 
Fifth avenue, 
York City. She 


office as a member of the 


State Government of which Charles 
Hughes was chairman, 
committee of the 
and served in France 


Young Wo- 


A ssoci- 


of the 
Evans was a former 
chairman of the education 
Brooklyn Women’s Club 
during the World War with the 

men’s Christian 
was 


ation, of which she 





served as a member of 
the Board of Regents 
since March 1927 and 
was especially active 
in promoting vocational 
and emergency’ edu- 
cation. 

Mrs Pratt, the former 
Gibb, was 
Brooklyn, the 
of John and 
Balsdon Gibb. 
She received her edu- 
cation at the Packer 
Institute in 


Florence 
born in 
daughter 
Harriet 


Collegiate 
Brooklyn. She 
married on April 27, 
1897, to Herbert Lee 
Pratt, who is chairman 
of the 
Standard Oil Company 
of New York and the 
Socony-Vacuum Com- 
pany. Her husband and 
five children survive 
her: Mrs Allan Mc- 
Lane jr, Herbert Lee 
van Ingen, Mrs 
Frederic Richardson Pratt. 

Mrs Pratt’s chief interest was education. For 
member of the 
where she and 
and in 1925 


She 


was 


board of the 





Mrs Lawrence 
Powell jr 


Pratt, 


Francis F. and 


a number of years she was a 
hoard of education in Glen Cove, 
Mr Pratt built a home, The Braes, 
she was president of the board. was a 


member of the commission on the reorganization 


Mrs Herbert Lee 


long a supporter. For 
a number of years she 
president of the 
Nassau 
Mineola. 
reor- 


was 
board of the 
Hospital in 

She directed the 
ganization of that insti- 
tution and in 1915 gave 


a maternity ward to the 
memorial 


hospital as a 
to her sister, Mrs Edith 
Gibb Kimball. 

When Mrs Pratt was 
elected a Regent of 
the University, the late 
Chancellor Chester S. 
Lord paid her the fol- 
tribute in wel- 





lowing 
coming her to the 
Board : 
It Is 
interest 


with especial 
as well as 
pleasure that we greet 
and welcome the newly 
appointed Regent whom 
the Legislature has se- 
lected to succeed the 
The Board of Regents 
this is the first time 


Pratt 


late Regent Alexander. 
is 143 years old and 
that a woman has been called to its mem- 
bership. The Regents have not opposed the 
election of a woman; they have anticipated it 
for a long time, and they have appreciated in 
how many directions a woman may make her 
activities useful to the Board. The chief 
concern of the Regents has been that she should 
be a woman of refinement, of education and of 


good common sense, and it is pleasant to note 
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in the present instance how completely our 
ideals have been realized. 

As soon as she took her seat on the Board 
of Regents, Mrs Pratt was named chairman of 
the committee on vocational and extension edu- 
cation. She served in that important position 
until her death and devoted much time to her 
duties. She visited schools throughout the 
State and reported regularly to the Board on 
the many phases of this field of education. With 
the establishment of emergency educational 
centers for unemployed adults she became 
intensely interested in this program and advo- 
cated the extension of activities to include the 


home crafts movement. In 1930 Russell Sage 
College conferred upon her the honorary degre: 
of doctor of humane letters for her service to 
education. 

Funeral services were held in St James 
Protestant Episcopal Church in New York City 
on January 4th. Burial was in the mausoleum 
on the Pratt estate in Glen Cove. Members of 
the Board of Regents, Commissioner of Edu- 
cation Frank P. Graves, Deputy Commissioner 
Ernest FE. Cole, and Assistant Commissioners 
Lewis A. Wilson and Hermann Cooper attended 


the services. 





Directory Lists Elementary School Principals 


The names of 1084 principals of elementary 
schools in New York State are listed in the 
Directory of Elementary School Principals 
compiled by Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant 
Commissioner of Elementary Education, and 
recently published by the Department. The two 
and three-teacher schools in supervisory dis- 
tricts, the elementary schools of New York City 
and the elementary grades housed in buildings 
under the principal of a registered high school 
department have been omitted from this 
directory. 

Of the 1084 principals, 612 have no regularly 
assigned teaching duties, 359 teach on the aver- 
age three or more hours daily and 73 have 
regularly assigned teaching duties averaging 
less than three hours a day. Practically all the 
principals in cities above 50,000 population have 
their entire time free for supervision but the 
majority of principals in supervisory districts 
are teaching principals 

During the past year changes in principals 
were reported in 6 per cent of the schools in 
cities, 8 per cent of the schools in villages 
employing superintendents and 10 per cent in 
villages in supervisory districts. These figures 
compare closely with those for the previous 
year with the exception that the turnover in 
supervisory districts decreased from 18 to 10 
per cent. 

In cities the median number of teachers to 
a principal ranges from 12 to 20 In villages 
employing superintendents the median is 14 and 
i supervisory districts it is seven. 


Of the total number of schools reporting 


grade combinations 79 have some combinatio 


of grades lower than grade 6, 418 have grades 
1 to 6, 76 have grades 1 to 7, 416 have grades 
1 to 8, and 28 have grades 7 and 8 only. 

The most significant change as compared 
with last year is in the number of schools hav- 
ing kindergartens. In October 1932, 619 schools 
reported kindergartens; in 1933, 620; and in 
1934, 634. 

_ Approximately 40 per cent of the principals 
are men and 60 per cent are women 


Director Emeritus of 
Ceramics College Dies 


Dr Charles F. Binns, director emeritus of the 
New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred 
University, died December 4th after an illness 
of several weeks. He was 77 years old. 

Doctor Binns, a native of England, was en 
gaged in the manufacture of porcelain until he 
came to this country in 1897. He was director 


a technical and art school in Trenton, N. J 


and became director of the State School of 
Clay-working and Ceramics when it was estab 
lished at Alfred in 1900. The development oi 
the college has been largely due to his work 
\t the twenty-fifth anniversary celebration of 
the founding of the college in 1925, Alfred Uni 


versity conferred upon him the honorary degre« 
5 


of doctor of science in appreciation of his 2: 
vears of successful directorship. He retired as 
director in 1932 

\ charter member of the American Cerami 
Society, Doctor Binns was its president in 1901 


and its secretary in 1918 
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BULLETIN 


TO THE SCHOOLS 


Colleges Show Increase in Enrolment 


Increases of 2 per cent in the attendance at 
day sessions and of 6 per cent in evening and 
extension classes in New York State colleges 
and universities are revealed in a comparison of 
reports from the institutions for 1934 and 1933, 





largest day session enrolments are reported at 


New York University, with 13,939 enrolled, 
and at Columbia University, with 13,828 
enrolled. The total of all institutions is 88,681. 


In addition there are 54,531 enrolled in evening 


compiled by Dr Harlan H. Horner, Assistant and extension classes. The figures as of 
Commissioner for Higher Education. The October 15, 1934 and October 15, 1933 follow: 
Day Session Evening and Extension Classes 
Per cent of Per cent of 
Institutions 1933 1934 change 1933 1934 change 
DEE CE ve iccvcsvesssenieesave 456 409 ee. fe ee © 
RN I in caccccueenveeses 600 591 WM) tetens decees ~wanthie 
sriarcliff Junior College ............. 49 51 ME: cosas a 
ee ee Peereerrrer ere rere re 4 857 4 890 +1 4 755 5 200 +9 
Ce ED on is casxcseneenwkede 573 592 +3 335 497 +48 
Pe SEND oc. cncakadachnns 951 991 Ol <ateaty chem  axdicue 
College of the City of New York, The 
Ce GED wacccnassasensdeenueas 7 770 8 030 +3 i6 469 16 405 3 
College of Mount Saint Vincent...... 448 422 6 133 300 +126 
College of New Rochelle ............ 735 707 4 as 
College of Saint Rose................ 228 257 +13 85 173 104 
College of the Sacred Heart.......... 233 247 +6 os grees oe 
CO GRMNONUNE ac vanvccscctsais 13 209 13 828 5 3 708 4 034 9 
CE SINE 6icccnsentcaesaces 5 727 5 765 Dy doves  iielers wobsuel 
oT SD ccnesdeneeene wens 251 263 5 aE 
UN I oo ne mt gw alaieeiin 357 327 8 ”) 140 Lo 
Fordham University ................- 4 402 4 544 +3 1 361 1 286 6 
Good Counsel College ................ 144 140 ee eee 
eS OS epee 469 483 +3 oe) 0 idan?  oibcercet 
CE conn nnbewewkwaeh 340 347 +2 176 109 38 
i eee ieaehenene’ 418 425 es 8 See 
AC cc seeeasenseess 254 277 +9 ty 
ae eee 5 470 5 949 +9 4 258 4 189 ? 
OEE OS eee ee 352 361 | Pe ren ; 
NOS Se eee eee ere 193 203 +5 7 100 
ee Preece 19 33 +74 10 55 450 
Long Island University .............. 1 190 1 104 7 154 161 15 
CE ok gc ccdcnsuveaenws 1 153 1 202 +4 451 575 27 
Marymount College ..............0.- 128 135  stssesn vé0ene adaees 
ee a eee 198 217 +10 6 112 +2) 
New York State College for Teachers. 1 306 1 352 —— 8«=6-wenete <Whldb: wadeak 
New York State College of Forestry.. 430 469 +10 ; oa 
New York University ............... 14 668 13 939 5 9 490 12 836 ; 
Niagara University .........scccesees 503 572 +14 167 204 +2? 
ES 70 95 Re fae 
Packer Collegiate Institute ........... 143 32 8 ee eee 
Ne ere 424 434 2 ee 
St Bernard’s Seminary and College... 212 226 +7 eee Wie 
St Bonaventure’s College ............ 370 437 +18 82 107 +30 
St Francis College, Brooklyn ......... 177 230 +30 20 “athe 
St John’s University, Brooklyn ....... 2 793 2 942 +5 3 189 3 161 1 
St Joseph’s College for Women ...... 386 360 7 . Ssteacen 
St Joseph’s Seminary and College .... 362 365 oa ee ee 
St Lawrence University ............. 1 147 1 226 +7 1 O85 1 107 +2 
Sarah Lawrence College for Women. . 257 250 3 
ee en ee 6060 648 7 aos 
State Teachers College, Buffalo....... 1 058 1 113 +5 ; - Baer 
PRONE TOE xen cecsesiassnee 4 565 4 533 l 1 667 
SE SE nun diveedneeneenes 1 257 1 232 —- 11 86 682 
University of Buffalo ............... 1 790 1 680 — 2 282 2 437 +7 
University of Rochester ............. 1 833 1 783 3 1 354 957 —3() 
NS SND ons caccesadeaenennewee 1 224 1 227 2 ore 
Wagner Memorial Lutheran College. . 150 219 +53 45 46 2 
I are ce wk nines ba wane 227 259 Re ea | eee 
PN GE sin ists cwinvesccces 134 168 +25 
87 266 88 681 +2 51 604 54 531 t6 
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Rochester Woman Heads State Teachers Association 


Mabel E. Simpson, director of kindergartens 
and elementary grades in the Rochester public 
schools, was elected president of the New York 
State Teachers Association at the annual meet- 
ing of the house of delegates which was held 
on November 26th and 27th at Niagara Falls. 
Zoraida E. Weeks, of Oneida, who has been 
chairman of the classroom teachers’ committee, 
was elected vice president. Members of the 
Ye committee elected at the meeting are 

G. Simmons, superintendent of schools at 
~ toad na; W. Howard Pillsbury, superintendent 
of schools at Schenectady; and Charles S. 
Wright, superintendent of schools at Lawrence. 


The delegates adopted the report of the reso- 
lutions committee which reads as follows: 


1 We support, most strongly, the system of 
state aid in operation in this State and continue 
to call for the full application of the Friedsam 
law. We particularly deprecate the persistent 
attempts to peg state aid appropriations or 
arbitrarily to change the provisions of state aid 
law on bases other than scientific study and 
appraisal. 

2 We heartily commend those who in position 
of responsibility have so loyally supported the 
complete program of state aid for education. 
Ve also commend the cooperation of the 
Parent-Teacher Association, the New York 
State Association of School Boards, the 
American Legion, the New York State Federa- 
tion of Labor, the League of Women Voters, 
the New York State Conference of Mayors, 
the Home Bureau Federation, and all other 
state and local groups in support and mainte- 
nance of the educational program throughout 
the State. 

3 We appreciate the importance to the Nation 
of guarding against a poverty of educational 
opportunity in some sections due to a recognized 
and grossly uneven distribution of ability to 
support schools. Such a situation calls for the 
equalizing auspices of the Nation’s resources. 
As an approach to this problem, we believe that 
each state should consummate a scientific system 
of taxation, fully commensurate with its ability, 
and coordinate it with an equitable system of 
state school aid. Inevitably, however, federal 
aid will be necessary to equalize educational 
opportunity and the burden of its support. 
Consequently, we believe in, and will support 
the development of federal aid upon a statutory 
basis designed in harmony with the principles 
of equalization and with distribution to the 
states with a complete safeguarding of the 
state's control of education. 


4 Whereas, the provisions of the Education 
Law require school authorities to accept for in- 
struction children between the ages of five and 


21, we believe that the State should share with 
the locality the cost of instruction of all such 
children, by including them in the group whose 
attendance determines the amount of state aid. 


5 We indorse the program and activities of 
the National Education Association and par- 
ticularly commend the work of the Commission 
on the Emergency in Education. We urge all 
teachers throughout the State to become mem- 
bers of and to support the National Education 
Association. 

The delegates also adopted the following 
resolutions : 

Petitioning the Board of Regents and the 
Commissioner of Education to postpone for one 
year the date on which the proposed regulations 
regarding the training and certification of 
teachers become effective and requesting the 
appointment of a committee by the president to 
meet with a committee appointed by the Com- 
missioner of Education to make a study of the 
regulations and report to the 1935 house of 
delegates 

Urging that the health and physical educa- 
tion program of the State be administered 
by a trained and experienced public school 
administrator 

Authorizing the appointment of a committee 
to prepare amendments to the constitution and 
by-laws regarding representation and procedure 
at the house of delegates 

The delegates amended the _ constitution 
authorizing the appointment of a classroom 
teachers’ committee consisting of one member 
from each zone for terms of two years. 

Dr Harlan H. Horner, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Higher Education, and Dr Allen B. 
Albert, of Paris, Ill., were the principal speak- 
ers at the annual banquet. Doctor Horner re- 
viewed the educational advances made in the 
past, particularly in difficult times. Doctor 
Albert spoke on the subject “ The World Peril 
of Education.” 


James W. Crabtree has retired as secretary 
of the National Education Association and has 
been succeeded by Willard E. Givens, superin- 
tendent of schools at Oakland, Calif., sincc 
1927. Secretary Crabtree held office for 17 
years, during which the membership increased 
from 7300 to a maximum of more than 200,000. 
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Associated Academic Principals Celebrate Semicentennial 





Lyndon H. Strough 


The fiftieth anniversary celebration of the 
Associated Academic Principals of the State of 
New York, held in connection with the mid- 
winter holiday conferences on December 27th, 
28th and 29th at Syracuse, was featured by a 
historical pageant, a display of 50 
years of school progress and a history of the 
association by Dr Avery W. Skinner, Director 
of the Examinations and Inspections Division of 
the Department and honorary president of the 


pictorial 


association. 

The historical pageant was presented on the 
evening of December 28th by the Past Presi- 
dents’ Club. Written by Herbert L. Sackett, 
principal of the Olean High School, it pre- 
sented in seven episodes the organization of the 
Associated Academic Principals in 1885 and 
certain colorful events in its 50-year history. 

The first episode was a condensed reenact- 
ment of the first meeting in 1885. Succeeding 
episodes portrayed the modernization of the 
school plant and the passing of the classics, 
the writing of the 1905 syllabus and the merg- 
ing of the Department of Public Instruction 


and the Board of Regents into the State Edu- 
cation Department, the controversy between the 
State Teachers Association and the Associated 
Academic Principals, the reorganization of the 
State Athletic Association and humanizing the 
1905 syllabus in 1924, the 1935 program of 
the association and a prophecy of the school 
of the future. 

At the business meeting of the association, 
Lyndon H. Strough, principal of the Niagara 
Falls High School, was elected president, and 
Roscoe J. Backus, principal of the Town of 
Webb High School at Old Forge, was elected 
David G. Allen, principal of 
School, 
Rose, principal of 


vice president. 
the Lake Placid High 
secretary, and Clayton E. 
the Hamilton High School, was elected treas- 


was reelected 


urer. Members of the executive committee 
elected are: John M. Sayles, principal, Milne 
High School, Albany; Charles J. Hooker, prin- 
cipal, Goshen High School; Walter L. Newton, 
principal, Rome Free Academy. 

Among the resolutions adopted by the asso- 
ciation was one reaffirming its stand in favor 
of the payment of full legislative apportion- 
ments by the State under the Friedsam law. 

Recognizing the influence of the motion pic- 
tures upon the minds and characters of youth, 
the principals recommended a thorough study 
of the problem and pledged support to all 
organizations now working for a betterment of 
the situation. 

Other resolutions adopted asked for a post- 
ponement for a year of the proposed regula- 
tions on age eligibility for interscholastic 
athletics, pledged cooperation in the observance 
of the tercentenary of the establishment of the 
American high school, and expressed apprecia- 
tion to those who made the conference a success 
and to Dr Arvie Eldred, secretary 
of the New York State Teachers Association, 
behalf of public 


executive 
for his effective service on 
education in the State. 


+0 


The Utica board of education has chosen the 
name Hugh R. Jones School for the building 
now being erected in the Ridgewood section. 
The name honors a former citizen who was 
interested in the welfare of Utica. 
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Elementary Principals Discuss Schools and Social Agencies 


The fifth annual meeting of the New York 
State Association of Elementary Principals was 
held on December 27th and 28th at Syracuse. 
The theme of the conference was “The Ele- 
mentary School and the Social Agency.” 

Officers elected were: president, S. Clayton 
Sumner, principal, Seymour School, Syracuse; 
vice president, Franklin L. Butts, principal, 
Edward Elsworth School, Poughkeepsie; secre- 
tary, Ella H. Moxie, principal, Henry B. Endi- 
cott School, Endicott ; treasurer, Fred H. Duffy, 
principal, Washington School, Kenmore. 

To provide for a union of the New York 
City Principals with the New 
York State Association of Elementary Prin- 
cipals, the constitution committee recommended 
the following changes in the constitution of the 
New York State Association of Elementary 
Principals: “ By the payment of a sum equal 
to one dollar for each member of the New York 
said 


Association 


Principals Association, all members of 
Association shall become associate members of 
the New York State Association of Elementary 
Principals. members shall be en- 
titled to receive all communications and publica- 
tions of the state association, to participate in 


Associate 


its meetings and discussions, and to enjoy all 
rights and privileges of the active members 
other than to vote or hold office.” 

Resolutions adopted included the following: 

Recommending a closer union between schools 
and local social agencies and a study of the 
effects of welfare work on the indigent child 
and pledging the principals to do all within 
their power to preserve in him a healthy atti- 
tude of mind 

Urging state and federal legislators to give 
serious study to the matter of sterilization of 
criminals and low mentality classes with a view 
to future action 

Expressing appreciation to Dr J. Cayce Mor- 
rison, Assistant Commissioner for Elementary 
Education, for his interest in the association, 
and for his counsel and guidance, and pledging 
to him anew loyalty and support throughout 
the coming year; to Dr Arvie Eldred, executive 
secretary of the New York State Teachers 
Association, for the campaign to safeguard the 
interests of education in this State, and pledging 
cooperation in all that he undertakes for the 


cause of education; “to that oft-times forgot- 
ten one of education, the classroom teacher, 
whose confidence and loyalty and cooperation 
make it possible for the principal to carry out 
his program and ideals and that we endeavor 
to safeguard her rights in every way”; to 
the officers, the committee, the 
local the Syra- 
cuse superintendent of schools, the board of 
education, the speakers of the convention and 
to others who have contributed to the success 


executive 


committee on arrangements, 


of the conference; to the elementary principals 
of Syracuse for the hospitality shown in the 
informal Wednesday 


December 26th 


gathering of evening, 

The committee on educational progress pre- 
sented to the New York State Association of 
Elementary Principals the third bulletin on a 
topic of current interest, Using the Auditorium. 

Tentative plans were made for the next 
meeting to be held December 27th and 28th in 


Syracuse. 


a 7 


J. E. Scott Becomes 
Superintendent at Peekskill 


Julius E. Scott, who has been principal of the 
Drum Hill Junior High School in Peekskill for 
the past four years, became superintendent of 
schools in that village on January Ist, succeed- 
ing Dr Paul R. Spencer, who resigned to be- 
come principal of the senior high school in 
Trenton, N. J. At the same time, O. F. Parody, 
teacher of history and economics for the past 
two years in the Peekskill High School, suc- 
ceeded Mr Scott as principal of the Drum Hill 
School. 

Mr Scott is a native of Arkansas, a graduate 
of the Arkansas Teachers College at Conway, 
and received his master’s degree from Teachers 
College, Columbia University. He was teacher 
of mathematics and principal of the junior high 
school at Crossett, Ark., 1921-23 and superin- 
tendent of schools at Hamburg, Ark., 1924-28. 

Mr Parody is a graduate of the Peekskill 
High School and of Middlebury College. 

Doctor Spencer has been superintendent of 
schools at Peekskill for five years, during which 
time the school plant and its offerings have been 
greatly enlarged. 
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Science Teachers Association 
Holds Annual Meeting 


The thirty-eighth annual meeting of the New 
York State Science Teachers Association was 
held on December 27th and 28th at Syracuse. 

The board of directors convened on the after- 
noon of December 27th and adopted minor 
amendments to the constitution which provide 
for the prompt seating of zone directors to the 
board and for the state supervisor of science 
and the retiring president to be members of the 
board ex-officio. 

The board authorized the publishing of an 
Educational Science News Letter to be dis- 
tributed to the science teachers in attendance at 
the zone section meetings. The letter will con- 
tain abbreviated minutes of the annual meeting, 
condensations of the addresses on the program, 
bibliographies, an article by W. W. Knox, state 
supervisor of science, on the state science pro- 
gram, announcement of the program of the 
annual meeting, and definite propositions to be 
submitted to the teachers. 

More than 125 science teachers attended the 
general meeting at which Dr Ira C. Davis, of 
the School of Education, University of Wis- 
consin, explained how the list of scientific 
attitudes had been carefully developed and then 
divulged how these nonfactual attitudes were 
tested. Mr Knox explained the present science 
for a Regents college entrance diploma. A 
demonstration and lecture on “ Recent Develop- 
ments in Classroom Demonstration Materials ” 
was given by Dr J. D. Corrington, of 
Rochester. 

The officers elected for the coming year are 
as follows: president, Clarence B. Evaul, 
Rochester ; vice president, Franklin T. Mathew- 
son, Whiite Plains; secretary-treasurer, Chester 
J. Wood, Fulton; directors at large, Warren W. 
Knox, state supervisor of science, Albany; 
Arthur A. Hammond, Buifalo; and Irving H. 
Buckminster, Lockport. 


The eleventh annual junior high school con- 
ference, sponsored by New York University, 
will be held on March 8th and 9th at the School 
of Education, Washington Square East, New 
York City. The general subject for the con- 
ference is “ Junior High School Pupils — How 
Can They Achieve Democracy? 


Superintendent French Heads 
Educational ResearchAssociation 


The sixth annual meeting of the Educational 
Research Association of New York State was 
held on 27th 
luncheon preceded the business meeting and pro- 
A larger attendance than usual 
interest in 


December in Syracuse. A 


gram. was 
recorded, indicating an increased 
educational research. 

Preceding the program a brief business meet- 
ing was held in which the usual reports were 
made and officers for the 
Harold P. French, district 
schools, Loudonville, was elected to succeed Dr 
Harry S. 
president; Dr J. Harold Goldthorpe, professor 
of education, University of Rochester, 
chosen to succeed A. L. Maxon of Schenectady 
as vice president; John H. Kingsley, assistant 
Albany, was chosen 
the State 
for three 


next year elected. 


superintendent of 
Ganders of Syracuse University as 
was 
superintendent of schools, 
to succeed Dr Ethel L. 


Education Department as 
The office of secretary-treasurer has a 


Cornell of 
director 
years. 
three-year term which does not expire for two 
more years. 

The association went on record as favoring 
an extension of its activities, particularly along 
the line of providing members of the associa- 
tion with brief abstracts of the more valuable 
research studies reported during the year by 
the membership. 

The following speakers 
program: Dr Oscar E. 
Teachers College, Buffalo, 


participated in the 
Hertzberg, State 
“ Selective Admis- 
sions in Institutions”; Dr 
Hermann Cooper, Assistant Commissioner for 
Teacher Education, State Education Depart- 
ment, “ The New Curriculum for the Education 
; W. H. Pills- 
Schenectady, 


Teacher-training 


of Elementary School Teachers ” 
bury, superintendent of schools, 
“ Practical In-Service Training of Teachers”; 
Dr Paul R. Mort, director, School of Educa- 
tion, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
“Improved Opportunities for the Training of 
Leaders for American Schools.” 


Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner 
for Secondary Education, was the principal 
speaker at the meeting of Allegany county 
schoolmen on December 13th at Wellsville. He 
the for high 
school graduation. 


explained revised requirements 
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Regents Pay Tribute 
to Retired Director 


The appreciation of the Board of Regents 
for the services of Alfred W. Abrams, who 
retired December Ist as Director of the Visual 
Instruction Division of the Department, was 
expressed in a resolution adopted by the Board 
at its meeting on December 21st. The resolu- 


tion reads: 

Voted, That, in accepting the resignation of 
Alfred W. Abrams as Director of the Visual 
Instruction Division, the Board of Regents 
wishes to record its deep regret that he has 
decided to retire and to tender him its cordial 
appreciation and gratitude for his wise and 
energetic services to the Education Department 
and the public schools of the State for more 
than 40 years. 

In reporting his resignation to the Board, 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 


said in part: 

Until he was appointed to the position in 
Visual Instruction by Commissioner Draper 
such slides as the Department possessed were 
used largely for exhibition and entertainment, 
but under his direction the new Division de- 
veloped an extensive use of screen pictures in 
the classroom as a basal means of instruction. 
Through his efforts the loans of slides were 
increased from less than 50,000 to more than a 
million and a quarter each year, and the im- 
portance of developing habits of observation 
and interpretation in education came to be 
recognized throughout the State. In his retire- 
ment the Education Department loses one of its 
most valued and tireless workers. 

The Educational Screen in its January 1935 
issue paid the following tribute to Mr Abrams: 


It would be difficult to name a more com- 
manding figure in visual instruction than 


A. W. Abrams, whose life work has contributed 
so richly to educational progress. He knew 
pictures, their power, their use, and above all 
he knew how to move, win and train others — 
teachers, schools, school systems —to use with 
increasing joy and maximum efficiency that 
great visual aid, the lantern slide. 


Radio Programs 


The program for the January 15th to Feb- 
ruary 5th radio talks on rural education and 
rural life sponsored by the Rural Education 
Division of the Department and broadcast from 
station WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 
12.35 p. m, follows: 


January 15th, “The Common Cold,” Dr 
Henry F. Mace, supervisor, Medical Inspection 
Bureau, State Education Department 


January 22d, “My High School Days,’ 
Harrison H. Van Cott, supervisor of junior 
high schools, State Education Department 

January 29th, “ Across the Superintendent's 
Desk,” George F. Bowman, district superin- 
tendent of schools, second district, Montgomery 
county 

February 5th, “ Better Times Ahead,” Lynn 
F. Perkins, district superintendent of schools, 
first district, Warren county 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 

National Vocational Guidance Association, 
Atlantic City, N. J., February 20th-23d 

Department of Superintendence of the National 
Education Association, Atlantic City, Feb- 
ruary 23d-28th 

Eastern Music Supervisors Conference, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., March 12th-15th 

Eastern Arts Association, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
April 10th-13th 

Eastern Commercial Teachers Association, 
Philadelphia, Pa., April 17th-20th 

American Physical Education Association, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., April 24th-27th 

Council of School Superintendents, Saranac 
Inn, September 23d-25th 
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President of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Dies 


Dr Palmer C. Ricketts, director and president 
of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, 
died on December 10th in Baltimore. He had 
devoted his life to the development of the Troy 
institution to its position of one of the leading 
engineering schools in the world. Death came 
to this distinguished engineer, educator and civic 
leader after a long period of ill health. 

Born in Elkton, Md., January 17, 1856, 
Palmer Chamberlaine Ricketts was graduated 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1875 
with the degree of civil engineer. The follow- 
ing September he began his work as instructor 
at the school. In 1882 he was advanced to 
assistant professor and in 1884 he was made 
1892 
was 


professor of technical mathematics. In 
1901 he 


appointed president as well as director. 


he was named director and in 


Upon his appointment as director and presi- 
dent of the institute, Doctor Ricketts set about 
The 


achievement in his long career as an educator 


his program of expansion. greatest 
and college president was the rebuilding of the 
institute on a new site after its main buildings 
With a more 


extensive campus acquired, during the next 30 


were wiped out by fire in 1904. 


years numerous new buildings were erected and 
the school which was originally erected for the 
instruction of civil engineers was developed to 
include every phase of engineering and mechani- 
cal science. 

For his achievements President Ricketts re- 
ceived many honors. In 1905 Stevens Institute 
of Technology conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of doctor of engineering, and in 1911 he 
received the degree of doctor of laws from 
New York University. Upon him was con- 
ferred the rare tribute of honorary member- 
ship in both the American Society of Mechani- 
cal Engineers and American Society of Civil 
Engineers. He served as director of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers from 1899 
to 1901 and was vice president of the society in 
1916-17. He 
American Institute of 
Institute of Civil 
and the American Philosophical Society. 

Doctor Ricketts was made a commander of 
the Order of the Crown of Italy and a com- 
mander of the Legion of Honor of France for 
his outstanding work in engineering. 


was also a member of the 
Engineers, the 


Britain 


Mining 
Engineers of Great 


His History of Rensselaer Polytechnic In- 
stitute and his contributions to technical jour- 
nals won him wide recognition as an engineer 
and author. 

Always intensely interested in civic affairs 
and business life, Doctor Ricketts was a director 
of the National City Bank of Troy, a director 
of the Samaritan Hospital, a member of the 
board of visitors of the New York State Col- 
lege for Teachers at Albany, trustee of the 
Albany Academy, trustee of the Dudley Ob- 
servatory at Albany and _ trustee 
president of the Troy Public Library. 

The board of trustees of the Troy college 
Edwin S. Jarrett, of New York, 
vice president with the duties and powers of 
president until a successor to President Ricketts 


and vice 


has elected 


is appointed. 

The Board of Regents in a resolution adopted 
at its meeting on December 21st recorded “ its 
sorrow in the loss of the distinguished educator, 
Dr Palmer C. Ricketts, who effectively served 
the cause of education in America for nearly 
two generations,” and expressed its apprecia- 
tion “of his wisdom and devotion during the 


years of his membership on the board of 
visitors for the New York State College for 
Teachers.” 

In officially reporting the death of President 
Ricketts to the Edu- 


cation Frank P. Graves referred to his “ almost 


Soard, Commissioner of 
unparalleled service as a college president.” 

Chancellor William 
Leland Thompson, Commissioner Graves and 
Assistant Commissioner Harlan H. Horner 
attended the funeral which 3000 
citizens, educators, alumni and students paid a 
final tribute to Doctor Ricketts. 


James Byrne, Regent 


services at 


Following a custom of nearly 30 years the 
National Child Labor Committee has designated 
the last week-end in January for the observance 
The keynote this year 
be ratification of the federal child labor 
The committee has made public a 


of Child Labor Day. 
will 
amendment. 
letter received from President Roosevelt stating 
his belief that the child labor amendment is the 
obvious method to make permanent the child 
under the National Re- 


labor gains secured 


covery Act. 
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Examinations Board Names Question Committees 


Committees to prepare Regents examinations 
were appointed by the State Examinations 
Board at its meeting on December 8th in 
Albany. Those appointed follow: 

English. Jason Knox, chairman, English 
department, DeWitt Clinton High School, New 
York City; Helene W. Hartley, professor 
of English, Teachers College, Syracuse Uni- 
versity ; Helen Heed, Pleasantville High School ; 
Sister Agnes Alma, Mount St Mary’s Academy, 
Newburgh; George W. Norvell, State Edu- 
cation Department 

Latin. Frederick C. Brewster, chairman, 
Latin department, Bennett High School, Buf- 
falo; Jacob Mann, chairman, Latin department, 
John Adams High School, New York City; 
Ernest Riess, professor of Latin, Hunter 
College, New York City; H. G. Thompson, 
State Education Department 

Greek. Charles B. Goold, French and Greek 
master, Albany Academy; H. G. Thompson, 
State Education Department 

German. Louis Reynolds, head, German 
department, Thomas Jefferson High School, 
New York City; Charles Holzwarth, director 
of modern languages in Rochester high schools 
and member of faculty of Rochester Uni- 
versity; W. R. Price, State Education Depart- 
ment 

French. Mrs Beatrice Shaw McGill, Erasmus 
Hall High School, Brooklyn; Mrs Lucienne 
Olinger, Pelham High School; Genevieve 
Brooke, director of modern languages, Sche- 
nectady; W. R. Price, State Education 
Department 

Spanish. Chester H. Stratton, James Monroe 
High School, New York City; Virginia B. 
Remer, South Side High School, Rockville 
Centre; John F. Rice, University of Buffalo; 
W. R. Price, State Education Department 

Italian. Ferdinand di Bartolo, Hutchinson-- 
Central High School, Buffalo; Rev. Anthony 
Bregolato, Salesian Institute, New Rochelle; 
W. R. Price, State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in German, Curtis C. D. Vail, pro- 
fessor of German, University of Buffalo; W. R. 
Price, State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in French. Margaret Grimes, pro- 
fessor of French, Elmira College; W. R. Price, 
State Education Department 


Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in Spanish. Mrs Edith F. Staver, 
Newtown High School, Elmhurst; W. R. Price, 
State Education Department 

History. Ira Wilder, Sewanhaka High 
School, Floral Park; Jacob Rubenstein, chair- 
man, history department, Benjamin Franklin 
High School, Brooklyn; Donnal V. Smith, 
assistant professor, New York State College 
for Teachers, Albany; E. P. Smith, State Edu- 
cation Department 

Economics. A. L. Pugh, economics depart- 
ment, High School of Commerce, New York 
City; George W. Edwards, College of the City 
of New York; E. P. Smith, State Education 
Department 

Mathematics. Nathan Silverstein, James 
Monroe High School, New York City; Joseph 
Seidlen, Alfred University; Paul J. Smith, East 
High School, Rochester; George L. Lowry, 
principal, North Tonawanda High School; 
F. E. Seymour, State Education Department 

Physics. John Clark, Alexander Hamilton 
High School of Commerce, Brooklyn; B. O. 
3urgin, Albany High School; W. W. Knox, 
State Education Department 

Chemistry. Leonard J. Fliedner, Flushing 
High School; E. R. Schneible, principal, Balls- 
ton Spa High School; W. W. Knox, State 
Education Department 

Biology. Clarence Evaul, John Marshall 
High School, Rochester; George C. Wood, 
James Monroe High School, New York City; 
Elsie M. Kupfer, Wadleigh High School, New 
York City; W. W. Knox, State Education 
Department 

Physical Geography. Donald B. Stone, Mont 
Pleasant High School, Schenectady; Charlotte 
Pruess, Newtown High School, Elmhurst; 
W. W. Knox, State Education Department 

Commercial subjects. (a) Charles E. Cook, 
director of business education, Rochester; 
Leon J. Galloway, Hicksville High School; 
Nathaniel Altholz, director of commercial edu- 
cation, New York City; C. A. Reed, State 
Education Department 

Commercial subjects. (b) Wallace B. Bow- 
man, New Rochelle High School; Conrad ). 
Saphier, chairman, stenographic department, 
Samuel J. Tilden High School, Brooklyn; 
Viola R. Holmes, Cortland High School; C. A. 
Reed, State Education Department 
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Forrest Grant, director of art in 
high schools, New York City; Elizabeth 
Weiffenbach, Lafayette High School, Buffalo; 
Mrs Zara B. Kimmey, State Education Depart- 
ment 
Music. 
Schenectady ; 


Drawing. 


Kenneth G. Kelley, director of music, 
Paul E. Bergan, director of 
music, Glens Falls; Russell Carter, State Edu- 
cation Department 

Comprehensive agricultural science and eco- 
nomics. M. C. Bond, State College of Agri- 
culture, Ithaca; E. R. Hoskins, State College 
of Agriculture, Ithaca; John E. Gilmore, East 
Bloomfield High School; Arthur E. Vrooman, 
Edmeston High School; W. J. Weaver, State 
Education Department 

Comprehensive homemaking. Arlene Mark- 
ham, Oswego High School; Henrietta Langner, 
Hutchinson-Central High School, Buffalo; 
Margaret Hutchins, State Education Department 


Comprehensive B. Griffiths, 
assistant superintendent of Utica; 
Albert Colston, principal, Brooklyn Technical 
High School; William H. Dooley, principal, 
Textile High School, New York City; David 
H. Childs, principal, Buffalo Technical High 
School; William N. State Edu- 
cation Department 


technical. A. 


schools, 


Fenninger, 


Preliminary Committees 

C. B. Murray, dis- 
Plattsburg ; 
schools, 


History and geography. 
trict superintendent of 
F. Neff Stroup, superintendent of 
Newark; G. Harold Carl, principal, School 82, 
Buffalo; B. D. McCormick, State Education 
Department 


schools, 


Arithmetic, English and spelling. Arthur A. 
Radley, supervising principal, Waterville Cen- 
tral Rural School; Bernard Drake, supervising 
William H. 
superintendent of 

McCormick, State 


principal, Babylon High School; 
district 
Canaseraga; B. D. 


sche ut als, 


Edu- 


Garwood, 


cation Department 


\mong the seven named to the new office of 
honorary fellow of Union College is Dr Walter 
formerly Regent of The Uni- 
State of New York, 
been chosen honorary fellow in letters. 


Guest Kellogg, 


versity of the who has 


President Brubacher Honored 
at Alfred University Ceremony 


The honorary degree of doctor of laws was 
conferred upon Dr Abram R. Brubacher, 
president of the New York State College for 
Teachers at Albany, at the ninety-eighth anni- 
versary of the founding of Alfred University 
on December 6th. President Brubacher de- 
livered the founders’ day address, in which he 
questioned the wisdom of the intensive voca- 
tional education programs that have character- 
ized the procedures of American educational 
institutions since 1900. The degree was con- 
ferred by Commissioner of Education Frank P. 
Graves, who was a guest at the event. 

“Our vocational said Doctor 
Brubacher in his address, “has gradually made 
production outrun consumption, leaving us in 
the midst of plenty which we apparently do not 
know how to use. That is, we have become 
skilled in making things but have forgotten how 
We need to learn how to 


expertness,” 


to live the good life. 
live rich and abundant lives.” 


————(—_—_—— 


Secondary School Principals 
Will Observe Tercentenary 


The three hundredth anniversary of secon- 
dary education will be the theme of the program 
for the Department of Secondary School 
Principals meeting on February 25th and 26th 
at Atlantic City in connection with the meeting 
of the Department of Superintendence of the 
National The high 
school tercentenary is in recognition of the 
founding, in 1635, of the Boston Latin School, 


Education Association. 


forerunner to the high school of today. 

The divided into 
sections. 
history of secondary education will be reviewed 
At the the afternoon, the 
private and public secondary schools at work 


program has been four 


On the morning of the first day the 


second meeting, in 


today will be discussed. Secondary education 
as an essential factor in a national development 
program will be the theme of the evening meet- 
ing. On the next morning the department will 
consider special problems of high schools. 
Among the speakers at the meeting will be 
Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner 
for Secondary Education in this State, who will 
Have Guided 


Secondary Education in the Past.” 


discuss “ The Philosophies That 
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Manhasset Schools Present Colonial Christmas Pageant 








A Colonial Christmas — The Minuet 


In Christmas pageants in the Manhasset schools each grade portrayed the Christmas customs of the 


country being studied at that time. 
colonial period in the history of the United States. 


cutting and making their costumes and stage settings. 


Art Schools Offer Scholarships 
for High School Tercentenary 


Twelve art schools have announced 17 


scholarships to high school student artists 
throughout the United States, in honor of the 
high school tercentenary in 1935. Any boy or 
girl in the secondary schools may compete for 
these scholarships by submitting original cre- 
ative work in graphic arts to the committee 
for the eleventh annual Scholastic Awards, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The schools which offer the scholarships in- 
clude: New York School of Fine and Applied 
Art, New York City; Art Institute of Chicago, 
Chicago, Ill.; Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Vesper George School of Art, 
Boston, Mass.; Columbus School of Art, 
Columbus, Ohio; Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; the Cleveland School of Art, Cleveland, 
Ohio; California School of Arts and Crafts, 
Oakland, Calif.; Moore Institute of Art, 
Science, Industry, Philadelphia, Pa.; Art 
School of Detroit Society of Arts and Crafts, 
Detroit, Mich.; Dayton Art Institute, Dayton, 


Ohio; Rudolf Schaeffer School of Design, San 
Francisco, Calif. 


A211m-Ja35-13,500(12889)* 


This particular group of sixth grade children were studying the early 
The children — boys and girls alike — assisted planning, 


The silhouettes are painted. 


Regional Conferences Planned 
for District Superintendents 


“ Evaluating Practices in Rural School Ad- 
ministration and Supervision ” will be the theme 
for the regional conferences for district super- 
intendents of schools, which have been arranged 
by the Rural Education Division of the Depart- 
ment to be held within the next few weeks. 

The places and dates for the conferences 
follow : 

Albany, January 28th and 29th 
Potsdam, January 3lst and February Ist 
Syracuse, February 5th and 6th 
Buffalo, February 7th and 8th 

New York, February 13th and 14th 

The speakers and _ their will be: 
Dr Clyde B. Moore, Cornell University, 
“Lessons from Across the Atlantic”; Dr J. 
Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commissioner for 
Elementary Education, “New Technics in 
Supervision ”; Dr Alfred D. Simpson, Assistant 
Commissioner for Finance, “ Business Manage 
ment in Common School Districts”; Helen H. 
Heyl, supervisor, Rural Education Division, 
“ Success and Difficulties: Curriculum Bulletin 
No. 2.” 


topics 
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